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from that of the rest of the country is really tempered
by the spirit of Belfast. That spirit has a fine justifi-
cation in its own achievements, but it extends Into
places where the achievement is not shared: and
everywhere it is marred by a bigotry which has few
parallels in civilised Europe. In the period from 1920
to 1922, the revolutionary struggle in Southern
Ireland had its reactions in the North, and there, but
especially in Belfast, the two unreconciled nations
came to a strife of horrible savagery. On both sides,
at varying moments, atrocious provocation led to
atrocious reprisals: it is a period from which black
memories must remain, yet which, decent people on
both sides are anxious to forget. Tranquillity has
been restored, public order is everywhere well main-
tained : yet the conditions of social and political life
are far from satisfactory. There is a definite disposi-
tion of the majority to regard a minority marked off
by their religion as alien in race and sentiment, and
necessarily to be kept in subjection. This is met on
the part of the minority by a refusal to acquiesce
effectively in a regime which subjects them in their
own country of Ireland to a position of inferiority;
and they express this by declining to take any part
in working the institutions of self-government which
exist in Northern Ireland.